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Giuseppe Aprile (1732-1813) trained with his father, who was a
church singer. At age nineteen he moved to Naples to finish his train-
ing with the master Gregorio Sciroli. In later years Aprile was some-
times called “Il Scirolino,” meaning “the young [product of| Sciroli.”
As a castrato soprano, Aprile made his operatic debut in Naples in
1752. He gained some fame in Naples and then began to appear in
other Italian cities. His most famous roles were associated with the
composer Jommelli, whose operas in Stuttgart featured Aprile as the
primo uomo. In his fifties Aprile retired from singing and concentrated
on his work as a teacher back in Naples. It was in connection with his

teaching that he composed a number of solfeggi, many of which were
published in England in 1791.

This manuscript (“Solfeggi for Soprano Voice with Bass Accompani-
ment by Giuseppe Aprile”) probably dates from the turn of the eigh-
teenth to the nineteenth century. The solfeggi are loosely organized
by difficulty, with simple melodies in easy keys at the beginning, and
more complex meters, keys, and melodic patterns toward the end.
Some of the last solfeggi feature fugue-like openings. This manuscript
was neatly prepared, with ample space between notes and a gener-
ous layout of the staves. Nonetheless it is rife with errors. Fortunately,
Aprile presented the schematic phrases of the galant style with such
fidelity to their norms that the modern editor can feel relatively confi-
dent in supplying the correct notes.
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